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Alliance Summer Geography Institute
Mormons & Miners
A Summer Geography Institute jointly presented by 

Colorado Geographic Alliance (COGA)

Utah Geographic Alliance (UGA)



Join educators from the Mountain West to explore human-environment interactions during a Geographic Alliance Institute centered on the culture and history of Utah.  This six-day, intensive residential training experience is designed to increase participants’ geographical knowledge, field experience, and instructional prowess.  We will examine cultural regions, historic geography, and movement.  Field experiences will be organized around the broad themes of human-environment interaction and cultural landscape.  The Institute is a graduate-level program consisting of classroom instruction by university professors and National Geographic-trained Teacher Consultants, hands-on activities, and field experiences in physical and human geography.  You will not only learn more about geography, but develop in-service presentation skills and approaches to educational leadership.

When?
June 24-30, 2012
Where?
Based out of Salt Lake City, University of Utah
Who can apply?


Applicants should be seeking skills and knowledge that will make them better teachers of geography.  This program is not limited to conventional geography teachers.  Geography is an integrative discipline that fits in all classrooms.  It is expected that as a proficient teacher of geography you will be actively involved in your local geographic alliance, promoting and delivering professional development opportunities.


This Institute meets the definition of high quality professional development as required by the No Child Left Behind Act [Title IX, Part A, Section 9101 (34)].  The goals of the Institute include to improve and increase teachers’ knowledge of world studies and geography, and to enable teachers to become highly qualified.

What We Give You: 

· Lodging
· Most meals

· Teaching resources
· Hands-on activities that are classroom ready

· Presentations from the academic world of geography

· Presentations of best practices by K-12 educators

· Access to computers
· Lots and lots of fun

Requirements: 

· Participate in all activities 

· Read assigned materials 

· Create an original lesson based on national and state geography standards (we will help you)

· Present your lesson to peers in a prescribed format on Friday, July 8
· Conduct two in-service workshops at your school or school district 

· Participate in post-Institute activities (such as a state social studies annual meeting) 

· Join in the continuing effort to spread geography education 

Financial Information -- Your Costs: 

Required: Your costs will be $150 for the Institute. 

Optional: Three units of Graduate Credit from the University of Colorado Colorado Springs are available for $60 per credit hour. Information about signing up for graduate credit is available upon request.
What is the schedule for the Four Corners Summer Institute?


The total number of days is seven.


Day 1 and 7 (June 24 and 30) will be travel days, but will also include a half-day of classroom work.  Monday through Friday (June 25 through 29) will be five days of classroom and field experience.
Lodging and Food:


Housing will be in dorm rooms at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City, as well as other educational institutions in the state. All participants will share quarters with other members of the Institute. All participants will be housed at no expense. Housing and most food will be included in the Institute but you should bring funds for snacks or other shopping. Transportation during the institute will be by van and at no cost to the participants.
Send your application and check made out to the Colorado Geographic Alliance to
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Colorado Geographic Alliance

Department of Geography and Environmental Studies
University of Colorado Colorado Springs

1420 Austin Bluffs Parkway

Colorado Springs, Colorado  80918
If you have questions please contact the Colorado Geographic Alliance at coga@uccs.edu or call 719.255.5217
Joint Alliance Summer Geography Institute APPLICATION FORM
June 24-30, 2012
Name:     ,           
                                 Last       

First 
      Middle Initial
Mailing Address:       ,      ,               
  

Street

City
           State

Zip
Home Phone: (     )           

  e-mail:      
            Area Code


   
 
used the most (we need to reach you in the SUMMER)
School Name & Address:           
            School Name 

     ,                   
           Street

 City

    Zip
School Phone (     )     -          School District:      
                 Area Code

Grades and classes that you teach:       
Special skills that you bring to the institute:       
This is a competitive application process.  All decisions of the selection committee will be final.  

ATTACHMENTS -- Please include the following with this application:

1)   Your resume condensed to one page.
2)   A one page, typed essay outlining:  

a) why you believe geography education is important and 

b) how you expect to benefit from participating in the 2011 Four Corners Alliance Summer Geography Institute

c) how the Colorado Geographic Alliance will benefit from your participation

3)   LETTERS OF REFERENCE (these can be mailed separately):

a) From your principal, arrange a letter of reference that addresses your skills in the classroom, plus your district’s willingness to facilitate your presentation of at least one staff development workshop.

b) From a colleague, seek a letter that discusses your classroom effectiveness and rapport with fellow educators.
4)   A check for $150 made out to the Colorado Geographic Alliance.  This money will be refunded in its entirety if 
a) you cancel in writing by June 1, 2012, or
b) you are not chosen as a participant. 

Emergency contact and medical release, photo release, and quote release forms will be provided to those individuals chosen to participate in the program.  These should be brought to the first day of the institute.

Deadline to apply:  May 1, 2012.  Completed applications may be accepted as late as June 1, 2012.
By applying for this institute, you agree to:

· Attend ALL the June 24-30, 2012 sessions based out of Salt Lake City, Utah
· Create an original lesson based on national and state standards 

· Have your lesson and presentation ready for peer review on August 1, 2012
· Present your lesson at a future state workshop (within a year after July 1, 2012) at a program such as the alliance, state social studies, or science teachers’ conferences.

Applicant Agreement


I agree to participate in all sessions from June 24th through June 30th, 2012.  I will create an original geography lesson and present it to my peers for review.    I will present at least two geography based staff development sessions during the 2012-2013 academic year. I agree to be active in my state Geographic Alliance.

__________________________________________                    

Signature 






      Date
